February 9th, 2003

Hi Gavin

This may be a somewhat shorter letter than usual, as I don’t seem to have much to write about. I have a newspaper alongside me to give me ideas of some things to write about.

Checked the Rugby website and found that NZ had won the 7s tournament in Wellington. This is the first time they have won at home since the world series began. They beat England in the final. But it was a close call for NZ as in both the quarter finals and the semi finals they scraped through and in one of them getting the winning try after the final hooter had gone. Actually, I was surprised to se the result of the tournament last night – on a saturday. I think friday could have been a public holiday for “Waitangi Day”, the country’s national day. The next 7s tournament is in Chile followed by the Hong Kong tournament. Also, last week I mentioned that France beat England in the first 6-nations game. This was wrong. It just seems to have been a “friendly” game. The 6-nations tournament has not yet started. Also read that the All Black who got caught with a banned drug from an asthma inhaler he had forgotten to declare was let off. Seems the correct decision. 

There was a bit of a terrorist scare the other day. Raining down from a flat in Tsim Sha Tsui close to the Kowloon mosque were a lot of Osama bin Laden leaflets. There was a photograph of bin Laden and a message in both English and Urdu. Police soon on the scene. The incident was played down by the Security Department. Throwing the leaflets from a flat that could be very easily located suggests that there was probably not much in it. Saw in the newspaper that the old Victorian-colonial marine police headquarters in Tsim Sha Tsui, near the Start Ferry, is to be retained and developed, probably into a theme restaurant, hotel or shopping mall. The buildings there have been declared as monuments and historic buildings. 

A lot of people are still returning from Chinese New Year holidays in China. The number of people crossing over at the newly-opened crossing at Lok Ma Chau has been very busy with numbers at times being double what it was designed for. By the way, I realised that Leonie was born in this new Year of the Sheep. Read in the paper that people born in this year are not supposed to be so great with no leadership qualities and lacking in motivation. A lot of women in China were tying to get their babies born before the new year began. A lot of superstitious nonsense of course – just looking at Leonie shows how it is wrong. As Shakespeare said “Nothing is good or bad but thinking makes it so.” 

Got the bill for the recent telephone call made to NZ to speak to Nana. It cost nearly $300!!! I had checked with the telephone company, who told me the rate was $0.89 a minute. However the hotel charges nearly $8 a minute, that is about NINE times the official rate! Apparently, they have their own IDD rates. An incredible rip-off. I was furious! The hotel is now also going to charge $5 a time for using a towel in the gym and the swimming pool. What next? Keep posted!

Got a copy of the service sheet for Nana’s funeral from Granddad. Has a recent photo of her on the front and on the back a photo from her younger days in her nurse’s uniform. Also included a brief letter from Granddad. He says he is also sending copies to everyone else. Granddad is also trying to “put things in order” for when the time comes for him to go. He asked Bruce, Keith and me if we wanted the house. None of us said yes. 

Temperatures quite good at present. Actually had a little rain in the last couple of days. It may have helped to reduce the air pollution a little, which has been bad at times. Temperatures not like Leonie’s; I think temperatures in Boston actually got above 0OC once or twice recently. 

Went for a run yesterday after a week off exercise. Went from Tai Po up to lead mine pass, then Tai Mo Shan to Route Twisk then down to Tai Lam Chung reservoir and to the bus stop. It as difficult and slow compared with last year’s time for the same route. Mind you, I remember that last year the run was extremely fast (for me). 

That’s about it for now. Don’t have anything else to write about this week. Thinking of you.

Cheers.

Dad
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